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The ISSCR is an independent, nonprofit organization established to promote and foster the exchange and
dissemination of information and ideas relating to stem cells, to encourage the general field of research
involving stem cells, and to promote professional and public education in all areas of stem cell research
and application.In just 6 years, the ISSCR has grown to include more than
2600 members representing 47 different nations. Members
are classed as active, associate, or affiliate, depending on
their level of career development and status within the field.
Active members are generally PhD-holding scientists or ex-
perts from other disciplines with a demonstrated record in
the field of stem cell research or related areas. The associate
membership category is for scientists at an early stage in
their career. Affiliate membership is reserved for those inter-
ested in stem cell research who do not qualify for either ac-
tive or associate status. At present, ISSCR membership is
comprised of 55% active, 37% associate, and 8% affiliate
members.
Membership Committee Chair Leif Carlsson, from Umea,
Sweden, reports that thus far in 2008 there are 782 new mem-
bers and that the number of overall members in 2008 has
increased by 15% from 2007. The renewal rate of previous
members has also increased from 60% to 67% in 2008.
The Board of Directors implemented two significant deci-
sions in the 2007–2008 year. Membership dues were raised
for the first time since the society was founded. The already
increased number of returning members in 2008 clearly indi-
cates that researchers recognize the value of maintaining their
membership. Second, a new fees structure was introduced for
2008, offering the option to join for multiple years, continuing
the discount for associate members and extending the
discounted rate to members based in developing countries. A
discount is offered to researchers in 16 developing or disad-
vantaged countries, of which 114 researchers have so far taken
advantage.
The regional discounted dues program is one of the ways
the ISSCR is strengthening its international focus. While over
‘‘We are all part of the fight against the suffering
from chronic disease and injury, and only a na-
tional and global collaboration of the best scien-
tists and clinicians will honor our obligation to
patients..’’
—Robert Klein, Chair, Independent Citizens’
Oversight Committee, California Institute for
Regenerative Medicine, San Francisco, CA,
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strives to increase international representation through the
activities of the International Committee; jointly held meet-
ings such as the Shanghai International Symposium on
Stem Cell Research, held in Shanghai, China, last November
(details can be found in the Initiatives and Achievements
section); and bringing the annual meeting to various regions
around the globe. The 5th ISSCR Annual Meeting in Cairns,
Queensland, Australia, in 2007 was the first held outside of
North America. Because ISSCR members receive discounted
registration rates to the annual meeting, membership com-
position fluctuates with regional attendance. With the ISSCR
7th Annual Meeting convening in Barcelona, Spain, the
ISSCR expects to see increased membership from Europe
in 2009.
Current membership is depicted in Figure 1. In North America,
the number of members from the United States increased in
2008 by 27%, whereas the number of members from Canada
decreased by 9%. In Europe there has been a notable increase
in the number of members from the Netherlands (43%), France
(39%), Germany (26%), and Italy (30%), whereas the number
of members from the United Kingdom decreased by 15%. In
the Asia/Pacific region there has been a decrease in the number
of members from Australia (21%), Singapore (33%), and Taiwan,
R.O.C. (31%), but a significant increase in the number of mem-
bers from India (112%), People’s Republic of China (50%), and
South Korea (50%).
Figure 1. ISSCR Membership by Region, as of July 11, 2008
Stem cell professionals from 47 countries comprise the ISSCR’s 2612
members.
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